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OFFICE LETTER 




To Bruce Crawford 


Fran Roecoe ff. Brown at bo vale West Va. office 


Boferrlng to 


Sub ject Natural Setting : Pocahontas Co History-3 j me _ ; __ 

Separate sheet for each subject. Omit all formal ities* For off! 06 lott er ? 

a At Ard in any 

Hear L'r, Crawford. I am nailing to you my report , and lr 
that ie not right, or that you don, t underatand pleae write me about 

iou will eea one sheet of the land grantees , of Powahontae County it ie 
alphabetic order , and ie all that ie recorded in the Land Grant Book of Pocahon.ae 
No 1. in the letter A. There will be about a page of namee in each letter of ft 
the alphabet , Thie will ohow the namee of the origional land granteee by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the Acree, local description , date of grant and 
.wmber of Grant Book page . Thie will carry ue back to the Grant Pook6 of Augufta 
and Bath Countye, ©f Virginia , but there are no nar.ee in the letter A that 
i8 in the Bath County Books that covered the area of Pocahontas County 

Thie ie only a suggestion of my own to have this index inserted in the 
Pocahontee history, it will show to the reader the names of the pioneers 
that took, up the *±ld lands of Pocahontae County, and there ie no better way 
to arrive et the menee of the pioneers than this method; it would givw a complete 
Waase let me know by return nail if X should work 


hietorical foundation. 


EJLfiLT LITE AND OCCUPATIONS 


Th. non nnd .or®, .ho crow*! th. mountain. to find ho=o. of U.lr o*o 
la the wooded valley* of Pooahontaa County sentenced themselves to en 
teace of great rigor and hardship. They obtained their hosee# to he *ur»# 
but that initial achievement probably waa the ee.ieat part of the battle. 

Life during the firet yeare in the new lend was a releatleee struggle ageinat 
tha oonetant threat* of starvation, disease, and the countor atteok* of re- 
aentful savages. 

Tha hone was tha oenter of all the pioneer’a thought* and activities. 


Thera were no tradea nor industries that were not a part of the home life. 
The ambition of land-hungry non to see broad soree on every *ide precluded 
tho develops out of oorzamlty lifo end shut each household off into e world 


of ite own. T.ithin this eelf-imposed prison the frontiersmen labored and 

t *£?•'* t . • *-.*,2 f«*. &M1FHASXT ■ ■ -T-w {{ 

hircn.TcA of a. day rlian .ho xdght ride proudly u ansif the landed gflbtleaen 


II 


of the new oountry. 

rarem all . \ il f 

The else and conforb of the pioneer home was limited not by the de¬ 
sires or neodi of the fondly so nuoh as by the skill and manpowor available. 


The men frequently went out alone or in snail parties to prospect for their 
fare eitee. The cabins they built were the produot« of forest trees and 
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« . . - lay the roof 

leahed to the ear*** Th* *upor*titiou* were alwsy* CBTe u 
ia t-S. H fi ht of tho aoon .lno. on. 1.14 In th. dwk of tho m>on »■ • ur * to 
ruined by warping of the board* • 

kinder* presented a eeriou* engineering problem* Vot only 
weaben the well, but they Bade the houae lea* impregnable to Indian attack* 
Craaaed paper was the only elating material erailable. Consequently many 
the early cabin* had no window* or wore eirply fitted with *woll 1 P 
between the log*. Uoee and cud were used to caulk the chink*. However bo«* 
proved to be suoh a popular nesting place for rJoe and areorted vcrrln that 
its use wa* aoon discontinued. The fireplaee smd ohinney were frequently 
built of *tioks heavily plastered with rrud* Suoh a rale©shift wns usually re* 
placed with stone after the family had bcoone established. 

Floor* in the new hones were of clay or sand, later the nor# pro¬ 
gressive settler* installed rough puncheon floors. A novel arrangemat wa* 
that in tha Gibson cabin on Elk. A puncheon floor about 12 Inches above the 
ground level covered all but the area surrounding tha fireplace. This eli- 
ilnatod a serious fire hazard and provided a bench on which Berber* of the 
‘arJLly could ait about the fire. 

Such casual disregard of fornal furnishing* wns general along the fron- 
icr. To bring furniture across the Allerbeniw* ©■» Ml *--- 
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° Ut * ld * ****»- oould not V. used. This -u but on. of «h. countie.. 
dV ' tU * ° f Ploao v housewife. Beside. keeping th. hous., oarlnfi for th. 

81 ■" dr * a * .ad helping with th. for* work th. wif. and h.r older children hud 
ta,k «* Proridlng clothing for the family. Cloth from the .tor. ~ « 
ilmost unknown article. Every girl on th. frontier wa. of neo.«*ity aoquain- 
;od with th. xiao of th. .planing wheel, the loom, and varicu. other lnple- 
ieat« for converting wool and flax .talk. Into cloth. 

A choioe bit of ground on each farm wa. reserved ae tha flax patch, 
ripened stalk* of flax were pulled by hand and subjected to three or four 
oek. of drying and weathering in on open field. The raw material was t^^an 
tored until the frost of approaching winter had freed all hand, from nnre 
Dvr^iUate tasks. By r^e&ne of the breaker, the scutching knife and th© hackle, 
he woody part wf the stalks was crushed and combed front tha li ne n fiber. 
ie course woven Into woHe-clothes, grain Bucks, and other articles 

ibject to heavy wear. The finer l£han was reserved for hotter clothing and 
> uc eh old linens. The entire process, front planting to ccnpletlon of the 
j-rant, took place within the limits of the individual hor.eetend. 

The ash hopper to be found outside the door was probably Test Virginia*, 
rst ohenical plant. The hopper was constructed by placing board. In a 
lit log to form a Y-shaped trough which wa. lined with straw. JLshoc from 


toilet so»r •• wal1 


'“‘ d not the rlrtuo of mildness, it served at a 

Sundering and all other claiming purposes# 

,J *“- l 'ildr©d Shinaberry, who died in 1956 at tha *E« of 95 , lcrred to 
tall cf tha washday trials of the early Pocahontas housewife* Clothes were 
c * - -Sally trashed at the nearest creek and pounded clean on a flat rook# 
f~8 the settlements grew end skilled coopers moved In nany families allowed 
themselves the luxury of wooden tubs# buring ilrs# Shinaberry 1 1 youth ao?ne 
-‘-nventire penius originated a waEhboord which was aixnply a smooth plank in 
which horitontal grooves were out. However, lire# Shinaberry and many of 
her neighbors scorned this threat to the hocccty of their labors and con¬ 
tinued to use their hard-worked knuckles# The daughters of the family soon 
obtained one of these hone-made miracles, and, in 1900, Lucy, the youngest, 
became the ovaer of one cf the first factory-made boards in the neighborhood# 
Thr_vdifficultiea attached to laundering and bathing together with the 
Lsence of knowledge of sanitation made such practices much more infrequent 
hen is now considered essential# Besides, in the minds of tiany such ex- 
rere cleanliness was not only a waste of tin© hut was quite dangerous as 
ell. Older residents of the Greenbrier Valley knew quite well that anyone 
polish enough to bathe his body or his head during the cold months from 
stober until April deserrod the inevitably fatal rasulta of auoh an under- 

thing# 



m *T «•*!» hung with miMrmu harba h*^C roel or in *« ln * d 

S ** lln * ro*«*«. Thore «u hardly a *an who had not performed ton* oruda 
•urgioal o pa ratios at son* tlaia upon either hi» family or hit atoek. 

•Tarb* doctors and nidwira* vara numarcua. «r». VI*** Ceundera of Dry 
Eraroh la .till remembered at on. of tha oolorfol naabcrt of tbit group. 

** j ittory of Pocahontat County * Dr. Ha. T. Prica ralat«. a typical 
anecdote of Granny Saundart# St rolatat that when ha was about six weeka 
old ht Buffered Buoh a severe attaok of whooping cough that ha «« actually 
hollered daad. Granny Eaundert cane to tha Prloa tore* dashed tha apparent¬ 
ly lifeJe»* body into a tub of vuna water and pierced hit body between tha 
■houldert with a razor. She inserted a goota quill into the cheat cavity 
through this opening and blew through tha quill until tha infant wee once 
irore breathing for hlncelf. Granny Saunders* "Aunt Teenie" i'oore of Knapps 
"reelc* and countiest other pioneer women of tha oounty did ruch to relieve 
tha Buffering of their neighbors. Thomas Bradshaw* eon of tha pioneer of 
hintersrille* and John Uci.'eil of Dry Creak adninistared aid In tha forw of 
tot bathe* bleeding* and practiced pharmacy according to the dictates of 
;he to—called "botanical school." Also in this group was David Hannah of 
-he Old Field branch of Elk, who i* thought to be the first of these forest- 
lee practitioner* to lira in lower Pocahontas. Ko rwttsr how dubiously 

*** roeerdad today, those people played an important role in 
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Wr « w 7. *>• claimed, m. p. r fonnod upon * Kreaoh aoldiar who h*« b » en * h0t 
through the at orach with a heavy ball. Observing that he inuat act qJ 
to save the nan. Dr# Tacy ordered a aheap and proceeded to aubati 
* heap* a stomach for that of the eoldier. The etory continues that the 
operation was a complete 8ucoesB save that the patient entertained 
whelming appetite for grass and other cr®* n fora £ e f ’ or th# r#ct ° f hi " 

First graduate in medicine to looate in Tooahontea waa Dr# George 
Moffett who cane to Hunterevilla in X&43. Dr* Vtlltct began practice 

at Kill Feint in 1&&8, Dr. John Ligon settled at Clover Liok, and Dr. S. P. 
Patterson arrived in Huntersville at the close of the Kar between the States. 

To survive in the early days of the county meant that every member of 
the family must work herd, days upon end without rest, at the nuncroue tasks 

about the fern. Technical akill and scientific methods were not in the 

>2 ' 1 

vocabulary* f Fhysloal strength, disregard for bodily disooraforte, and an 

agile brain trained by experience were the attributes of the successful pie** 
near. The weak died, for there waa little pampering to prolong their Uvea. 
The importance placed on physical excellence la reflected in the promlnenoe 
of such young men as Lewis Collins, Andrew Edniston, and Thomas Johnson. 
Thoae men wore the heroes of their day not because of brilliant achievements 
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rhrou^ the worn law of eurvival of the fittest this phy*ioal atar-ina 
extends! to the woman and children as wall. Children ware considered the 
"lord’s villa" Though there is, no doubt, considerable truth in the belief 
that large families were wanted to do the form work, it ie more probable 
that this fatal i at io aooeptanoe is largely responsible for the unbelievable 
sice of cany families of the early nineteenth century. For every woman 
lived to the advanced ages acclaimed by historians, there were docens of 
women who died at an early age from overwork and continuous childboaring. 
Families of loss than five or six children were cojisidered quite srwll. 

Clark KcCloud was the father of El children, and Timothy UcC&rty trailed 
this record with 20. Ieoh of these man was carried twice. Largast family 
of one couple on record w&b that of Clark and Pbebc iann of Indian -rait who 
had 17 children, 16 of whom lived to adulthood. ¥.illiar. and .,'anoy l ilson 
T.anl era_iere the parents of nine daughters and seven sons; Sassiol end tern. 

McGuire ^evgh, early residents of The hills, had nine sons and five daughters! 

- . Sr. 

Jaoob fcary Drown T.augh had 15 children of whom five lived to adulthood. 
Diphtheria, dysentery and countless other diseases took their toil, often 


wiping out entire families. 
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rtU4r * *• “f’t ooly to dl.. 0 T«- thot Loot.:... »*• -till O.U.P 1* «* 
borain* Sou... «, duh.d S.ok onO r.trl.T.4 tko Sot/ froo o «■• « r fl ““ 
»Kioh left both of then scarred for th« root of thoir Uree* 

JVior to the tine of the TTer between the States tho ohildren had 
little education othar than the euall amount wfcioh they reoeived et ho:.** 

• goodly partloa of the people there wee a distrust of too nuch foraal 
education. Thoee who set about and read rather than busying thenaelvos 
with none tanual tank were rightly considered out of stop with the ere* The 
first schools were supported by the more ambitious and well-to-do families* 
School ru hold In one of the homos or in on abandoned cabin or ehed* The 
teacher boarded around ercng the scholars, receiving little reuunervtion in 
addition to their rcoo and board* The education of the teaol.er was frequent¬ 
ly of the most informal nature, lieny were who simply had access to 

a 1 ihrary and read until they felt Hat they had restored the elea>eatary 
subjects. 4 till! an Laxter of Edray, born in 1&0&, wss the eon of Col, John 
Baxter, owner of the largest library in the vicinity* The younger Baxter 
studied the oontents cf the hundred or more volumes on the three B’s, reli¬ 
gion, and allied subjects and ventured forth to become one of the must popu¬ 
lar of the early pedagogues. 

Beading material was United in varioty as well as quantity. The 
Bible, a few el c.-nontary tart books sind some religious works constituted the 
average collection. The Presbyterian and Pethodist circuit riders brought 
in a large part of this naterlal* The will of John Young, dated in lt>43, 
lists a representative example of the libraries of the period* 

"To rny son John Young, the 1st. and 3rd. volumna of Clark’s tonraatary. 


f 
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11,0 lBt « Srd. roU. of heslsy’. Sanson.. To cy daughter Juno Cocnr^x, 
tiotloruu-y in two Toluene, eisnpsaas Pica for PI etch# 

>P?oal to /otter of Pact and Comon Lease. To ay daughter Bfcrah *** 7oun C* 
2nd. volur-n of Clrj-k’o Con~entary. To ay daughter Marti* Adklaaa, the dth. 

▼nl, of Clurlc* Corvaentary. To ay son Andrew Young* the remaining part of 
all of sy printed books either now in iry posoeseion or loened out to ry 
neighbors." 

T’ilHar. J». Koore appears to have been a scholar of his day* /• bill 
of pole drafted in hie nane in 1.D66 includesi "Key to lay’s Arithmetic* 
Cranriar, YcGxSCvyt Third header* fay's Algebra* latural Phil]osaphy* Con¬ 
quests of the Title, radical Chemistry, Speller and befiner, boriee furrey- 
ing* Fitchels Geography, Phi}]osaphy and Eietory* Yalkora dictionary* Tracea- 
wme £e»p*nion, Techanioa Coapanlon, One lot of books and pamphlets •" 

Tore important than formal ©duontion-was practical experience in fam- 

• » t V r I ’‘ ** •• 

ing and household arts* The young folk of Pocahontas carried at su\ early age 
In the pioneering days. Financial statue was of little consequence. Ista- 
bliahnant of a new hose cost little but labor and hardihood in the face of 
adversity* traits in which the pioneer youth had been conditioned since 


•uuw. 




'hluck fc*t#y" awaited 


hunt In which u hydrocarhonou* lady known a* * 

• rider* at th* and of tho trail, 

Boarded Hr. ana and flno linaoy dreccea end shirts were the order or 

• day. In th* evening young and old Joined in th# Jig* and *quare danca*. 

• local fiddler* dusted off n Ihe Forked I>eer," "lug boat," p 7he Lo*t Girl # 
ourwood V'ountein,*’ **aehln£ten*« Kerch," "Cluck Old ^aa/ "7urkay in th* 
***w, and ao teeny of t v a other old tuues that cron the *o*t tireless of 

• yonng blood* would finally stagger froa the floor in a bedraggled *tate 
exhaustion* I'eanrhila the new and old song* were echoing fron the r»oon- 

t hillsidest "Oh, Susanna," "Earbera Allen," "wwcct Alio*, hea holt," 
d "Old Lan Tucker" nalnteined long-run popularity record*. 

The oetting up in housekeeping of tl.a new couple vus likewise a coa- 
aity affair. The groon* E.noighbore Joined hiiu in building a oabin and 
me far nore oonfortable-^id substantial than th© first settlers had been 
le to piece together through months of unaidod, back-breaking struggle, 
i only obligation was a return, of like service upon call. In like irnnner 
► now famous husking bees, quilting parties, end harvest aimiec grew, oom- 
ilng the efficiency of coordinated labor with social gratification of 
►pie scattered uasong the lonely mountains. 

Life in Pocahontas reaaainod a constant fight against th* wilderness 
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‘ r hi * Tlald* were ol oared by cutting out the treos and brush by 

>^ad. After the dead brush and wood had baan dragged Into heaps end the 
surrounding area raked clean, a log burning would be ennounood. The burn¬ 
ing woe usually done at night after the evening brecce had died down* The 
waiting period was car.6ur.ed in spelling bees, story telling# singing# tusi- 
bling exhibitions# or, if the orowd convened early enough to hr.ve eufficient 
light# one of the countless shooting netchos. 

■ • . . . VI I 

At last the men would light their torohos and dart among the brush 
piles, sanding orange flames darting through the heaps, vrhile the sooty 
end perspiring men guardod against flying embers their families continued 
the festivities by the light of the crackling fires. There were always a 
few maidens who formed a giggling audience for the oapering, younger fire- 
toon. At such gatherings the young folk traded secret glances, exhibited 

their skill and prowess in a very# very unoonsoious manner, and held hands 

' 4 * ’-Ar • get all th# ••• t 

and made the plans which would soon oooasion other gatherings affording 

opportunities for other young couples to continue the eyole. 

Onoe the famer'a land was cleared his struggle was only begun. Cul¬ 
tivating the ground with a plowshare of firehnrdened wood was a backbreaking 
ordeal. Even after use of tho atecl shovel plow became general * the task 

nrr«i1 n»Vl. 1 „.. A __V 


Chapter *> 
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hla the appaaraao# of a near-sighted old ran ••archie the c r3und far * 
loat cola. Jereiriah Frisl, son of Daniel O' Trial who eane fron Ireland In 
1 40, was one of the ehaapion reapers of the lower Pocahontas region# 
t-.e harvest season approaohed he and his four sons ware always among the 
early arrivals at Squire Lobcrt Gay’s, whoso wheat was usually first to ripen. 
TJhea all had arrived the whole party would race, whooping and singing, into 
the fields. A do ten handfuls, ton stood ca end and oovered by the remaining 
two, cade a sheaf. He who could leave the ^ost sheaves in his was a 

mas to be honored end respected. 

Frorc Gay’s the harvestnrs would progress up the river, clearing each 
stand as they west, until Janos Bridgor’a was reached. From there they con¬ 
tinued to the farns of Filliar. and John Sharp, then to Joeiah Lrown'e and 

on until they finished hobart Eoore’s field? Tdray. 

.1 ; 

Tirergeneies were not-infrequent. One evening at Friel’s the harvesters 
were overtaken by evening before they could got all the cut grain into 
sheaves. The crow adjourned to the house, leaving the reiialning wheat to 
be put up in the morning. Just ao the men were retiring, weary and full 
of a hcrvect supper, rriel was alarmed to see the oninous flashing of a 
thunderstorm crowding in over the mountains. He immediately roused his 
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d ^ '* * roduotlo,l » A* tl»e air* of tha crops kti lxxreuod the tlT«hitt£ ~ 
doa * b * rr *« hl y •»«* horses. Tha era in m spread on a heavy platform. and 
a rail boy Mounted on one haras would lead another tramping out the wh«*t. 

In this Banner two or three tracts could thresh 40 to 60 buahole a day. the 
wheat vua then tossed into the nir with a choral, and tha lighter ohnff 
would blow nway. Tha remainder wee then shaken through a ocurse seivei the 
ohaff coning to tha top wns raked off by hand. This slow Method G RV ® yr% y 
to the winnowing shoot whieh was tossed by two nan while a third ebook the 
grain into tha sheet* Tha winnowing sheet continued in use until the develop¬ 
ment Of the wheat fen. In 1 M© miien Oil,son of Runtorsvill e introduced the 
first crude tlxeshiug na china known ns a "Chaff pilar*" Thia mnohino , 
operated by Joe so Thitmor and John Cal ford, was to the Pocahontas residents 
one of the first wanders of the world. Powered by four horses its threshing 


cylinder could spin out noro^ grain than a herd of horses oould have trenpod 
out by the old method* ~tj , 

The inability of oorn to mature in the abort seasons had beoomo a dis¬ 
heartening problem* K*ny a orop produoed little but fodder* John Johnson, 
a pioneer of I'est Harlinton whose cabin stood Just bslow the bridge site, 
ho*r& that corn had matured in Xioholas County and secured a quantity of the 
seed. The tale of his adventures on this trip is typioal of many that 
occurred in ths trackless forests of the country's infancy. Upon his return 
1 * told Of ho-rtn* honoring lo.t oa El.ck Uouat.1. and .udorln, .bout f or 
nln. day. ua*bl. to find anythin* to «t ..t. . .«11 *nrt«r .nok. «hl.k h. 

».«, »=.bl. to fore. Mr..,, to mllom . th . „ f h . 

finally o.n. open . o.Mn .h.r. h. f ..p.d out hi. .tor, to th. *h. 
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admitted him. Aha nui upon the verge or serving hi* a hearty real when her 
husband entered and averted her miatakan generosity. He fed the etar-red 
Johnson on small quantities of mnah and milk until the wanderer became suf¬ 
ficiently recovered to retain tr.ore aol id foods. After several day* of con¬ 
valescence Johnson wae able to continue hie journey. The aeed which he 
brought with him produced one of Varllnton'e firet crop*. 

tost of the oora was ceten in the form of joaney (journey) cakes and 
heminy. before the estsbliehnant of the water powered mills mst of the 
corn wae ground in hominy blocks which wers nothing more than large mortars 
made from a section of tree trunk ctanding about waist high. The corn was 
plaotd in the burned-out hollow of the block and erushed with a heavy plunger. 
The finer meal was separated and used in baking the cakes. the courser grains 
either were pounded again or hised as it was for hominy. 

had-the early residentwof the eounty relied solely upon agriculture 
for Ms livelihood he would have starved within a few month*. hunting and 
trapping beoame as much a part of the farmer's routine as was the tending of 
his fields. A wide spread praotioe was that of getting up several hours be¬ 
fore dawn and going into the woods with a rifle. The hunter was able to 
surprise deer and othsr pur. .Ml. it su still tedded down or Just beginning 
to fsed. rfnny hurter. .or. sbl. to b.g trenondou, «ount. of gsn. without 

bolng S..y fro., Urn osernight or Using of th. P r.oiou, d.yllgkt hour, 
from his farm work. 



John £• Adkison used to tell .f nK( _ 

»y stories of more extended hunting ex¬ 
peditions. he related that o n eueh tri*. tw. u 

th * hunt « r » ■•Idem expected to see 
tuuoh game the first day out. Eos.ver af*— *v u . 

. after they had aooustoned theip censes 



r 
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-ood. they ..r. .bio to ,uik o*d kill eu » .Uh ..eh .hill th»t thn 
.eon h.d .. woh .. th v oould o u-ry her*. 

ej John bcrlov bought the property known as the "Brook plaoe," be 
paid far it in venison at the rate of one half dollar per saddle or pair, 
he estimated that he had killed 1,500 deer during hie hunting career. His 
Dost fruitful hunting day was one in which he killed six doer and wounded the 
seventh, The trade in neat and furs was almost the only way tlrnt farmer* 
along the Greenbrier could obtain the goods which they could not produce on 
their own land. The traders at Huntoravllle and Staunton enjoyed a tremen¬ 
dous business in which hardly any oash was ever seen. Cured neat end fur* 
bought dree* goods, hardware, kitohea utensil*, lead, gun powder, and count¬ 
less othor commodities whioh could not easily be manufactured along the front!or. 

T 

The herb ginseng likowl ee p roved a boon to those who longed for eooe . 

of tho things that would make thaJr frontier life much core oomf or table. 

"Seng" wo* worth from 30 cents to BO cents a pound when dried. It grew in 
comparative profusion throughout e large portion of tho county. Humorous 
are the legendary eeag patches where a nan oould dig himself a small fortune 
la e few weeks. Apparently there is one somewhere between tho headwaters of 
Creenbrior and the Shavers Fork of Cheat which was discovered by a Union 
soouting party during the 7,’ar between the States. The nephew* of one of these 
soldiers, Jia and Sol ttork-an ©f liarlintoa, set out to find this wondrous place 
where the stalks grew ee thick as weeks over an ores of two or three seres. 

Th.Jr imole l«d dc.oribod tho patch •• beln C on tho boundnry of an old, bla.ed 
lino .urr«y* Out.ld. of Durbin they di.covcrod .uoh n boundary lino ond 
folloood It for nrr.r.l doy. tubing ,ln..n* thot thoy found olon S tho -oy ond 
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on t v, e trail a* 

.. • tU end of B ^ o-k t # B th . piece only to 

dlvoavar that 80tt 7 

tt *on* had praooded than, by only a fow day*. Sowev»r thoir 

not *11 • 

11 uaprofitabl. .inoe tho .eng they had collected along the 
fl't approximately $200 at the price* then current, 
o.naeag had already won the respect of tLe V.orkcan family long before 
Bel and Jim made their trip to the fabled patch. Their father. A. J. Tortaan. 
bought a farm of 175 tore* on F.ock tun and paid for it by hunting ginseng 
whioh was then telling at 75^ a pound, II* re* typical of the early ferncre 
»ho thus aupplecected the production of their fnrna by oapitaliiing on tlie 
naturel resource* to be found in the wood*. Fron ginseng, golden eeal, end 
ser.ee a make root he dor Wed a oasb inoume. Fura of nink end rtocoonc were 
traded fo£sclt, sugar, coffee end similar commodities. The firet white 
s l gar acquired in one Buck exchange proved a marvelous novelty to the Turkman 
eMldrcCxierro had never known any but the brawn product which was boiled from 
the cnple sap every year. »ted 

. JL new source of revenue for the farmer-hunter opened after the h’ar when 


live stock gainod new impetus. Sheep herders disoovered that the county's 
abundance of large game animal* was now a distinct liability. Flocks were 
frequently wiped out by bear* end wolves which lurked in the uncut timber 
surrounding a large Fart of the pasturage in the county* Bounties of {4.00 
a head for boars end f 15.00 a head for wolves were announced by ini tor J. B. 
Canfield's Focahoatea Timet on August 26, 1666. In that particular year 54 
bears were proven for bounty - about the setae number as have been killed in 
recast jreer. In Foc.hontaa. i. M . V. Arbo S ».t wan top honor, thet jeer with 
• ..or. or thr.. tear. v* on. wolf. «. fl. Collin. pror.d fear bear., and 
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Ur ' Ce>d thr —* Sharp and C. C. Arbo C »»t trail** th# 1 ** <, * r> 

%Uh W, aaah. 

C U,u * 11 3 r ©aught either by hunting with doge or by th# *»• of 

fl * el trnp * or lo 6 snare*. The few wolvae killed In Pocahontas were 
by peieoned bait or were trapped in pyramid-shaped pen*. These lnE,a 
l0B ' ^ W * P * Whited with old or crippled .Veep end left open et the top. 
Thtt 1TOlf 0f,cld •omirble up the inclined walla end leep upon the ill-fated 


^«lt, but when he waa roady to leave he would diaocver that the opening wa» 

too high for hln to reaoh. 

»'any thrilling tales hare grown cut of the struggles with eheep killing 
btars . Powerful Franc la fccCoy wreetled a aeven loot beer through the laurel 
thicket* and atone rubble of Fleck acuntaic for several eternally long 
minutes Vffore hia hunting par taer, the hwvereud Aaa Shinn ikjfceill* oould 
sefely bring his gun to point on the tumbling monster* Lena Few and Old 
hellion. largest outlaw* killed in Fooehontaa. terrorised stockmen for years 
before irate hunters finally brought then to bay* r 

As the tidal wave of the frontier rolled cn to the beet the ohnreoter 
of Pocahontas life changed trenendously* The destitute pioneers who had 
risked their liv6* for the privilege of scraping out the barest existence in 
the new land were now settled, wiodorntoly prosperous farmers* believed of the 
eonstant throet of stnrvetion they turned to the problem of gratifying their 
desire for easier, more confortable living. Kinhard Hill hired the Lenaieon 
brothers to build him a houeo which was the show pl.ee of the Little Levels. 
The Reverend John laugh, a skillful blaoksmith, found business booming as his 
neighbor, beesre diesatl.fiod with their makeshift tools and flocked to buy 
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fc -« >>»•• end pitch fork, and wall-tarred ml. WilH« ^ k#pt 

bU * T ia KU Bttit V at Kill Point. Kathen Burgess, c^nonith of the Little 
‘ produced ouatom-mde rifles, and hia brother, John, a akille<J ctrpcn 

ter, found new prosperity in hie trade ae people called upon hi. to build 
new houaee and bama which a f« y **ra before would hare been raised by 

their own hands. 

Ulehael Daugherty, Petar Lightnor, Daniel Kerr, and a eoore of other* 
built their water powered mills along the Pocahontas atreana, and the demand 
for well-ground meal and flour kept their hurra turning and doomod the hand 
nill end hominy bloolc to e fast-roceding past. £aws ar.d powder nilla were 
added to many of these establishments, and laboriously hewn timbors C tvo 
to sawed lumber while powder became tore easily available. Vllllatn Civey 
of Anthony Creek developed one of reveral tan years which gave the j ocahontes 
famers good leather for shoes and harness. The Shraders nlao beoose fetroum 
for their leather. 

bou'.onio conditions in tho county improved tremendously as landowners 
turned to ctc-ck raising. The limestone eoil produced rich pasturage with a 
minimum of cultivation in contract to the disheartening etruggle of the early 
farmers to wrest decent crops from the rolling land. Cattle, ehoop and 
horses or unexcelled quality carried the fane of the county to eurrounding 
States. Lee's famous r.ount, Tmveler, was foaled la Poonhontaj' own Little 
Level*. Large ferns such aa that or tho “nrwicko prospered on the new di- 
versification. Slaves r avo the region a new likeneaa to the parent aottle- 
nenta* . < 

Huntor.rllic »re!«rt. o.-t.n r.alu*4 nor. t)«n SOO per e.„t or. t> «ir 



Poo anon' 


la boo 

tfco ^ tc| -UU trad* Which developed prior to th* *ar botwoa 

to ^ ' ,tr iAs* of peek horses brought the latest good* and returned 

- vith the neat. Md . ## ^ otw pruduets of the now section. Uu- 

° crowia e trade thoy gave woy grudgingly to the wagon train* 
t ;. 0 now roads. Travelers’ Keposo, in tho northern part of the 
^ 6 a famous stopping point for oast-wost travel. 

^he wagon trains developed a society all their own, Touch, wiry men, 

U '* <iriTsr * thrivod on the hard trips through nud and rain and burning sun, 
one bogged d^wa # tne next to cone along worked and sroated and drove hi* 
teas to their utmost endurance to help the stranded freighter. The ribald 
whooping, curdng and singing with which they broko the monotony of the tripe 
scandalised tho quiet folk along the road. hundreds of men euoh as Fred 
Eeard, Johq Gay, Paul Sharp* and hie sons r.dgar and Ellis, hill, bam and Fage 
Cay, Taylor ^oore, Lloyd Heed, the Dilleys - Andrew, Jotia, Ar.os aud Tiillle, 
I*ave J oore, lac Irvine, John Clarkson, John Grimes and Sam Froonan piloted 
tho broad-tired, high-bowed froightcre whioh were the hosirt of Fooahontas 1 
traff do with the outside world. Sot until the twontieth oentury brought 
the railroads to the county’s door did freighters give way to tho rush of 
the machine era. 

Pooahontn. did not euccunb to t>.o lnductriallaetlon that Oct in i„ tha 
J,t * r f* rt ° r tho '‘inctoonth oentury. The St. Icwrer.de toon and Hanufaotur- 
ln E Conpany took out million, of fact of whit. pin., but th. rloh foraot. 
ranalnad a. if untouched. A .-all ...1 nine an. opened at Briery Knob in th. 
Ut. «... to auppiy fn.1 for St. lawr.nc... lo £c ln 6 looomtlro which hod boeo 
hauled in on « B ona. T>.e county waa found to b. ri.h in ooal. bulldlr. s .tone. 
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othM- a»tur»l re.ouroo.. 

***--U£h it was la suoh natural rosouroes the count;* entered the 


-ury atill a« a quiet, famine, stool:-raising ooncRinitj'# Caraal 
truok, lire stook tha traditional foraat products reraised 
ur ° of Jut citixans, Tha creaking water mllla oontlauad to 
t - • ..u«ky # hill-brad horses withstood tha challsnge of tha new 

i9io * aw tha industrial revolution baraly touching tha 

hurried lif. of Pocahontas. 
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